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Articles on this subject have heretofore been published in the ANNALS, treating of the archives of the offices of Governor, Secretary of State and Auditor of State.' In this article is presented similar information upon the office of Treasurer of State.
This department of the government was establislmd January 24. 1839, and designated "Treasurer of the Territory." The office was appointive and the first incumbent was Thornton Bayless. appointed by Governor Lucas. By the provisions of the Constitution of 1846 the department was continued under the title of "Treasurer." This constitution made the office elective and at the next election Morgan Reno was elected. The Constitution of 1857 continued the department under the titular head of "Treasurer of State."
The documents nnd records of the department mainly pertain to the receipt and disbursement of the revenues of the State. But many of a different character result from legislative changes in the duties of the office. This variety in the duties of the office appears in the classification of the documents.
There are also found in this department many historical documents not classed as public archives. These are mainly letters and documents of temporary commissions, not of statutory character, such as "Johnstown Flood" and "Russian Famine," where the Treasurer's office has been made the voluntary depository of gratuitous funds.
One of the most important of the additional duties assigned by law to this department is the collection of the collateral inheritance tax. Much material has accumulated in this division since its establishment in 1896. Our down river sister city Muscatine is a live place. Its peoi)le are not asleep, as its rapid improvement and its untiring energy in extending its railroads, and in making itself a commercial center, abundantly prove.
Muscatine does not, like Davenport, go a-begging for other people to build its roads. Its people do not advocate either county or state debt, in their behalf.
But tbe spirit of the people of that town is manifested in various ways and in many things they have taken the lead.
It would hardly he believed that there is at present a manufactory of Brussels Carpets in the state of Iowa; yet such is the fact, and that manufactory, too, is in Muscatine, as we learn from the Journal of last Friday. It states that "Mr. James Kitley has engag:ed in the business of carpet weaving, and there is to be seen in his shop a piece of Brussels Royal Velvet, of his own make, eiiual to any imported carpet. We can from personal knowledge say that he is master of his trade. His place is at east end of Eighth St." "We look upon this single fact as the beginning of an important era in the history of the State. Let Iowa manufactures prosper, say we.
Dubuque, Express and Herald, Nov. 4, 1858.
GREENE &, MERRITT, Attomeys-at-Law and Solicitors in Chancery. George Greene and Edward Merritt, having associated themselves for the practice of law at Dubuque, Iowa, will punctually attend to professional business in the several counties in the Territory, and will also act as general land agents, Dubuque, April 24, 1844.
Dubuque, Iowa Transcript^ November 1, 1844.
